PREFACE
"He died ere half his life had earned his r To lighten time with song's triumphant Ugh
—-Swi
Mahakavi Subrannania Bharats, the master of c cingiy perfect utterance,was the premier poet of Tan in recent history. At a time when it was con prestigious to speak and write only in English, the lai of the rulers, Bharati sang and wrote forcefully and nateiy in his mother-tongue Tamil. Like Wordswc used the speech of the common man, making it a pc vehicle of expression for his patriotic, devoti@n< romantic poems.
Bharati gave a new dimension to Tamil and force. His words were simple but power-packe created a style and a way of writing, unknown to t of Tamil bards who preceded him. While observing canons of grammar scrupulously, Bharati yet forg< wielded a way of writing which was simple.lucid, m< ful and forceful. Poetrv came to him, as it did to £